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Jubilee of the Brazil Agency 


| ae in 1927 the attention of the public doctrinal epistle, that to the Romans. Count- 
was called to the approaching Jubilee. ing the number of days from September 7th 
From time to time notices of the event appeared to December 4th inclusive, it was found that 
in the evangelical papers. Later a statement there would be 89, and that this was the exact 
was published in Portuguese and sent to nearly total of the number of chapters in the four 
one thousand pastors and Christian workers. Books of the Bible named. 

The period of three months, from Septem- A circular letter, setting forth the foregoing 
ber 7th, Brazil’s National Independence Day, facts, mentioned that it would be happy indeed 
to December 4th, Universal Bible Sunday, of- if evangelical Christians and their "friends 
fered the opportunity and favored the sugges- throughout Brazil should thus read consecu- 


ON THE PLATFORM, BRAZIL AGENCY JUBILEE 
General de Mello is in the center, Ambassador Morgan, first, and Prof. Braga, second, on his right; Dr. Tucker, 
first, Rev. J. dos Santos, second, and Rev. Mattathias G. dos Santos, third, on his left. Others on the platform were 
Revs. F. F. Soren, O. de Moraes, H. S. Harris, and C. H. C. Sergel 


tion that the Jubilee celebration take the form, _ tively for eighty-nine days the same portions of 
first, of a consecutive daily reading of portions the Word of God, and be united in prayer and 
_ of the Scripture, to be accompanied with united efforts to interest others. It also named the 
daily prayer; and, second, that special efforts prices of the separate books and told where 
be made to place in the hands of the largest they could be obtained. The Agency Secretary 
number of persons possible copies of the Scrip- of the British and Foreign Bible Society gladly 
tures, and to interest them in their reading. joined in encouraging the same daily reading of 
The Gospel of Luke was chosen as appropri- the Scriptures in those portions of Brazil served 
ate for those who might never have read the by that Society. Special leaflets and tracts 
Bible, to be followed by the Gospel of John, were prepared containing 1,176,900 pages and 
it in turn to be followed by the reading of the distributed by mail or express to the pastors and 
Acts of the Apostles, giving the beginnings of Christian workers already mentioned. 
“the Christian Church; and this, in turn, by a The publicity given to this plan through the 
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religious press, circular letters, and literature, 
awakened widespread interest. A total of 285,- 
000 copies of the four books selected were 
secured, chiefly in Portuguese, with small sup- 
plies in more than half a dozen other languages. 
Many readers used their own Bibles. 

Reports have come in from various regions 
and many correspondents. Only a few samples 
may be given. In one instance, a brother sent 
a typewritten list of sixty Sunday-school pupils 
in a small central school, and from branch 
schools, thirty-one; another sixteen; and an- 
other seven, who carried out the daily reading. 
A pastor of a church having about three hun- 
dred members reported that 112 were diligently 
and prayerfully following the reading. An- 
other reported that in a 
congregation of less than 
fifty, thirty-eight had join- 
ed in this daily worship. 
A family of seven, the 
parents and five children, 
the youngest just over six 
years, resolved to read the 
89 chapters in 89 days and 
supplied themselves with 
the little booklets, praying 
each day in private and in 
family worship for the 
American Bible Society, 
the colporteurs, and the 
world-wide work. When 
one of the children was 
given permission to spend 
a few days in the house of 
a relative, he was remind- 
ed, as he left, by the 
youngest child, “Don’t 
forget to read the chapter 
every day.” 

A Popular Public Celebration 

While the chief emphasis of the celebra- 
tion has been on prayerful Bible reading, 
and efforts to interest others in the study of 
God’s Word, the occasion of the Jubilee was 
considered worthy of public recognition. The 
date chosen was the seventh of September, 
Brazil’s National Independence Day, and the 
fortieth anniversary of the present Agency Sec- 
retary’s direction of the work. The place 
selected was the large hall of the Associagao dos 
Empregados do Commercio on the handsome 
Rio Branco Avenue. 

The date and place could not have been more 
auspicious, appropriate, and convenient. On 
the afternoon of the 6th and the morning of 
the 7th, in seven of the most important daily 
papers of the city there appeared in Portu- 
guese, under display headlines, the program 


SENHORITA 
ANDRADE 
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followed at the celebration that day, with an 
introduction. The next day full reports of the 
very successful meeting were in the papers. _ 

From the report printed in the Brazilian 
American, the following is culled: 


The public meeting to celebrate the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the organized work of the American Bible 
Society in Brazil was held in this city in the hall 
of the Associacao dos Empregados do Commercio, 
Avenida Rio Branco, at 3:30 p.m., September 7, Gen- 
eral Adacto de Mello, a prominent Brazilian Army 


SESSAO COMMEMORATIVA 


Do 50.° da Agencia Brasileira da Sociedade 
Biblica Americana 


Do 40.° anniversario da incumbencia do 
Secretario, rev. H. C. Tucker D. D. 


Sob a Presidencia do Exmo. Sr. General 
Adacto de Mello 


7 DE SETEMBRO DE 1927 
HORA 15:30 


Salao Nobre da Associacao dos Empregados no 
Commercio 


PROGRAMMA 
Preludio 


I—a) SCHUMANN—Reverie— 
b) TOSELLI—Serenata (Rimpianto)— 
Violino, Mme. Dina Ribas, ao piano 
Martins Gongalves. 


Mme. Rosinha 


Durante o preludio, concentremos nosso espirito 
reverentemente em Deus, cuja revelacgdo em Jesus 


é a fonte da vida e liberdade. Acto pessoal e 
silencioso de devogao. 
Recitacao 
Psalmo 119.97—112 
Srta. Eunice Andrade 
Oracao 
Rev. F. F. Soren 
Memorial Historico 
Da agencia brasileira da Sociedade Biblica 
Americana com a estatistica do seu movimento 
Dr. H. C. Tucker 
Canto 
II—a) FLOTOW—Martha—M’appari— 
b) DONIZETTI—Favorita—Una Vergine— 
Tenor Sr. Enrique Ruiz, ao piano 
Mme. Mathilde de Mello Moraes. 
Allocugao 
Prof. Erasmo Braga 
Canto 
IlI—a) TOSTI—Serenata— 
b) PINSUTTI—I Libro Santo—Canto, 
lino e Piano 
Soprano Senhorinha Lucy Pires, Mmes. 
Dina M. Ribas e Rosinha M. Gongalves 


Vio- 


Allocugao 
Rev. Mattathias Gomes dos Santos 
Bengao Apostolico 


Rev. C. H. Sergel 


officer, now retired, presiding. To his right was the 
American Ambassador, the Hon. Edwin V. Morgan, 
and to his right Prof. Erasmo Braga, representing 
the Brazilian Committee on Christian Work, who de- 
livered_a most interesting and instructive address on 
“The Bible and Brazilian Culture.” To the General’s 
left sat Dr. Tucker, for forty years Agency Secre- 
ey for Pe as pee. who gave a statement of 
istoric data which will be published i 
and English for wide die iator: .: rors 

Rev. Mattathias Gomes dos Santos, moderator of 
the Presbyterian General Assembly, gave an interest- 
ing and inspiring address expressing the gratitude of a 
large body of evangelical Christians in Brazil. 

An appropriate and interesting program of instru- 
mental and vocal music was interspersed with the 
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devotions and speeches. Senhorita Eunice Andrade, 
a pupil of the Bennett College, recited, for the Scrip- 
ture lesson, a passage from the 119th Psalm. * * * 

The occasion was a fitting tribute to the work of 
the great American Bible Society, which deals with 
elements in human life that operate for individual 
“happiness and progress, and for international fellow- 
ship and peace. 


_ Many letters and telegrams of congratula- 
tions were received at the office of the Agency, 
too numerous to quote here. Extracts from 
only two are presented. 

The American Ambassador wrote Dr. 
‘Tucker, expressing his congratulations and say- 
ing: 

The historical data which was embodied in your 
address proved that your labors 
have not been in vain, and that 
not only evangelically but also 
educationally the Society has 
benefited fundamentally the 
Brazilian people, whose response 
to your efforts has been grati- 
fying and deserves the success 
which they have achieved. 

_ With personal regards, I am, 
: Epwin V. Morcan. 

The Brazilian Christian 
general who presided wrote 
in Portuguese his deep ap- 
preciation of the honor of 
presidingat the anniver- - 
sary, the high esteem in 
which he held the Agency 
Secretary, and added: 

_ The brilliant Jubilee over 
which J had the honor of pre- 
siding sets forth very strikingly 
the progress that has been made : 
during so able an administration, and I pray sincerely 
for your continuance in the direction of so fruitful 
an Agency by which is spread abroad the sublime light 
of the truth, the Word of God, which is the dazzling 
lighthouse that, enlarged with innumerable reflections, 


HE Brazil Agency of the American Bible 
Society completed in the year 1927 fifty 
consecutive years of organized Scripture dis- 
tribution. 
' For a period of sixty years, from the organi- 
zation of the Society, 1816, to the appointment 
of a representative, 1876, definitely to organize 
colportage work, small consignments of Scrip- 
tures were sent to Brazil. During the first 
twenty years, 1816-1836, these small grants 
were sent to foreign merchants residing on the 
coast and sea captains, who saw that the books 
were distributed among the people. At the be- 
ginning of the second period of twenty years, 


ae 


- 
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The Brazil 


By the Rev. Hugh C. Tucker, D.D., Secretary, Brazil Agency 
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scatters divine rays of light that reach our entire 
world. * * * 

With my most earnest prayers for the preservation 
of your precious life, and for unmeasured prosperity, 
I place upon your blessed hands a kiss of purest af- 
fection, also extending to you a strong embrace of 
real eternal love. Your friend and brother in Christ, 

ADACTO DE MELLo. 


The Bible House Staft 


On the occasion of the Seventh of September 
celebrations, Dr. Tucker found on his desk a 
basket of beautiful pinks and maidenhair ferns ~ 
with the following card in Portuguese (trans- 
lated) from members of the staff : 


Your helpers take the liberty of offering you these 
flowers as an expression of high regard on this the 


DR. TUCKER AT HIS DESK, WITH THE BASKET OF FLOWERS 


fortieth anniversary of your wise, well-directed ad- 
ministration of the Brazil Agency of the American 
Bible Society. Signed—José Ribeiro Cea, Julio Dan- 
tas, Marina Araujo, Ritota Drummond, Norberto 
Silva, September 7, 1927. 


Agency 


1836-1856, the first Protestant missionaries 
reached Brazil and were supplied with Scrip- 
tures for distribution by the American Bible 
Society. The Revs. Justin Spaulding and D. P. 
Kidder, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
made interesting reports of the eagerness with 
which the people in the city of Rio de Janeiro 
and from some of the distant provinces sought 
copies of the Bible when they knew they were 
on sale. They spoke of “what might be called 
a rush of applicants for the sacred volume.” 
Merchants and sea captains also continued to 
receive and distribute grants of Scriptures. 
Toward the close of this period the Rev. 
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James C. Fletcher, an English gentleman, acted 
as representative of the Bible Society ; he trav- 
eled through several provinces of the Empire, 
gathered valuable information regarding condi- 
tions and needs, and was instrumental in hav- 
ing a number of books put into the hands of 
the people. Dr. Kidder and Mr. Fletcher are 
co-authors of a book, “Brazil and the Brazil- 
ians, 1857,” which contains interesting accounts 
of those early attempts to give the Bible to the 
Brazilians. 

The third period of twenty years, 1856-1876, 
marks the beginning of consecu- 


tive and _ sustained missionary 
work in Brazil. Mr. R. Nesbitt 
was the representative of the 


American Bible Society for about 
a year, until his death on the Ama- 
zon River in 1857. The Rev. Mr. 
Holden, of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, the Revs. 5. G. Simion- 
ton, A. L. Blackford and others 
of the Presbyterian Board of For- 
eign Missions, and their helpers, 
received and distributed consign- 
ments of Scriptures. Their work 
made a deep impression, attracted 
much attention, and provoked 
opposition upon the part of Ro- 
man Catholics. 

Attempts were made to suppress 
the work of Scripture distribu- 
tion. At one time a colporteur 
was arbitrarily arrested and for- 
bidden to sell the Bibles and Testa- 
ments he carried, on the ground 
that “they were contrary to the doc- 
trines of the Apostolic Roman Catholic re- 
ligion.” The case was appealed to the Emperor. 
His judges, who heard the case, sent down a 
reply sanctioned by him, to the effect that the 
charges were not sustained. The immediate 
effect of the publicity given to these imperial 
utterances was to help religious liberty and the 
wider circulation of the Scriptures. 

In the year 1876 a missionary wrote, “God 
is opening new places of usefulness all over 
Brazil. The visit of Emperor Dom Pedro II 
to the United States will undoubtedly be of 
service to Christ’s cause in the land of which 


he is the ruler.” The prediction proved to be 
correct. 


The Jubilee Period, 1877-1927 


The Rev. A. L. Blackford, of the Presby- 
terian Mission, was engaged as Agent of 
the American Bible Society about the close of 
the year 1876. He reached the field on his re- 
turn from the States early in the year 1877, and 
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began at once to organize plans to engage and 
instruct colporteurs and to extend the work 
through the provinces. He traveled exten- 
sively and gave considerable time to a revision 
of Almeida’s New Testament in Portuguese. 
In July, 1880, Mr. Blackford was succeeded 
by the Rev. Mr. Wm. M. Brown, a minister of 
the Congregational Church. He was in charge 
until June, 1887, and continued the work as 
started by his predecessor. ; 
The present Agency Secretary was appointed 
to succeed Mr. Brown and took charge of the 


THE MONROE PALACE AT ONE END OF AVENUE RIO BRANCO 


Note in the upper right corner of the picture that skyscrapers 
have reached Rio de Janeiro 


office of the Agency on Brazil’s national Inde- 
pendence Day, September 7, 1887, at No. 79 
Seventh of September Street, Rio de Janeiro, 
If seven is the perfect number and presages 
good, its repetition four times in the foregoing 
statement should have served to encourage the 
new incumbent.* 

It is suggested that this might be a favorable 
time to interest friends to contribute to a spe- 
cial fund for securing a greatly needed Bible 
House at Rio de Janeiro, the capital city of the 
largest of the South American republics. No 
more appropriate and useful monument could 
crown the first fifty years of the organized 
work of the American Bible Society in Brazil, 
than this Bible House. : 


_ *Of his forty years experience Dr. Tucker is gathering 
incidents and statistics to portray the conditions under which 
the work has keen carried on, the progress made, and some 
of the results achieved. In 1916. on the celebration of the 
Centennial of the American Bible Society, there was pub- 
lished a pamphlet from the pen of Dr. Tucker on “The Bible 
in Brazil,’ reviewing the work up to 1916. It is hoped that 
the story of the years 1916 to 1927 can be added to this, 
by him, and the enlarged pamphlet made available for those 
particularly interested in that great country. 
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é | Pe is more unexplored territory in 
pe Brazil than there is in the whole conti- 
nent of Africa. 

_ ONE state in that mighty republic equals the 
area of Great Britain, France, Germany, Aus- 
_tria, and Switzerland. 


BRAZIL, in area, exceeds the United States, 
exclusive of Alaska and the Island Possessions, 
‘by over 250,000 square miles. 

Durinc the fifty years’ existence of our 


Brazil Agency the population has grown from 
~ 12,000,000 to 35,000,000. 


_ TuHere are three versions of the Bible in use 
in Brazil among the Protestants: (1) the Al- 
‘meida Version by a minister of that name resid- 
ing at Batavia, in Java, the New Testament 
published in 1681; the Bible completed in 
1753; (2) the Figueiredo Version, first is- 
sued in 1783, the work of a scholarly Roman 
Catholic priest; and (3) the Brazilian Version 
first issued in 1917. 


ie THE Beards Version was that made by a 
‘Committee of three Brazilian scholars, and 
four American missionaries, translating from 
the original Hebrew and Greek texts. The first 
edition of the entire Bible in this version was 
issued by the American Bible Society in 1917. 
‘The British and Foreign Bible Society issued 
‘an edition of another size and style in 1924. 
In 1927, the American Bible Society issued a 
pulpit Bible. The two societies have equal 
“proprietary rights in this version, as the ex- 
pense of translation was shared by the two. 


= * 


Asout three-sixths of the Bibles circulated 
are in the Almeida Version, two-sixths in the 
Brazilian Version, and one-sixth in the 
Figueiredo Version. 


For the Blind the Brazil Agency has issued. 
in Portuguese Braille, the Gospels of John and 
Mark, the only portions of the Scripture so far 

‘ printed in South America for the Blind. 


Tue Brazil Agency during its 50 yéars has 
circulated 1,864,533 volumes of Scripture. 


Art the last Brazilian National Sunday-school 
Convention the president made a_ suggestion 
that the Sunday schools of Brazil distribute 
during the year 1928 a million copies of the 
Gospels among the people outside of the schools 
‘and churches. A small committee was ap- 
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Notes on Brazil 


pointed to consider the suggestion and devise 
plans for carrying it into effect. 

SCHOOLS and individuals will contribute to 
buy the Gospels, one-half of the million from 
the American Bible Society Agency and the 
other half from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society Agency. The brother who made the 
suggestion has already made a personal con- 
tribution of 2:000$000, about $250 gold, to 
help with expenses and to furnish Gospels for 
those too poor to buy, but wish to have a hand 
in the work. 


A FARMER in the interior of the state of Sao 
Paulo read the notice of the plan and sent in at 
once $12.50 for the purpose. 


THE year 1928 will mark the third centenary 
of the birth of Joao Ferreira d’Almeida, trans- 
lator of the version commonly known as the Al- 
meida. He was ordained to the ministry Octo- 
ber 16, 1656, and died in Batavia on the island 
of Java, August 6, 1691. A small committee 
has been appointed to plan for a celebration 
during the year. The million Gospel distribu- 
tion will be an interesting and worthy item con- 
nected with the celebration. 


COLPORTEUR SELLING SCRIPTURES IN A 
MARKET 


“FREE open markets are authorized at certain 
designated places on the streets and in the pub- 
lic squares of the city of Sao Paulo. Our col- 
porteur takes advantage of the opportunity to 
go among the people there gathered for selling 
and buying fruits, vegetables, flowers, etc., and 
offer the Scriptures; he is having remarkable 
sales. I am enclosing a picture of him, a 
Bible in hand, with a crowd gathered around 
in a free market place.” 
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Diffusion of the Bible and National Culture* 


By the Rev. Erasmo Braga 
An address delivered at the Jubilee Celebration of the Brazil Agency 


HE statistical data reporting the number 

of Bibles and parts of the Bible that 
have been distributed in all Brazil, show that 
this book is one of the most notable factors in 
the structure of our national culture. 

Outside of didactic works of primary in- 
struction, used in the work of elementary 
schools of primary grade, there is no other 
book that has ever reached so large a circu- 


dull intellects are awakened, unlettered septu- 
agenarians sit on school benches with their 
grandchildren, in order to learn to read the 
Bible. The Bible is, in fact, a great element, 
the greatest element, in national culture now at 
work in Brazil, both from the numerical im- 
portance of the copies that are in circulation, 
and from the influence that it is having on the 
common masses. 


A PARTIAL VIEW OF RIO DE JANEIRO FROM MOUNT CORCOVADO? 


Showing Sugar Loaf and one of the water fronts. 


lation in our country as the Sacred Scriptures. 
If our scholars and sociologists were not so in- 
different to the movement, which to them ap- 
pears to be merely sectarian, this celebration 
today would constitute one of the most signi- 
ficant apotheoses in the line of the intellectual 
emancipation of the country; and this only 
from the merely material aspect of the dissem- 
ination of the Book among our people. 

And what a book! Wherever it penetrates, 
_ *The stern limits of space have necessitated some abbrevia- 
tion of this fine address, but without affecting its argument. 

{The harbor of Rio de Janeiro is one of the largest, safest, 
most beautiful in the world; ‘‘a miniature summer sea, sleep- 
ing within the embrace of granitic mountain chains, upon 
whose bosom rest a hundred fairy isles, and around whose 


shores, dimple a hundred tiny bays.’”—From “The Bible in 
Brazil.” by Dr. H. C. Tucker, published by F. H. Revell Co. 


The ocean is to the right; the harbor to the left, both out of sight. 


Some of our greatest statesmen have per- 
ceived this; when, for example, Martin Fran- 
cisco Ribeiro de Andrada proposed, in the 
Provincial Assembly of Sao Paulo, in 1839, 
that copies of the Sacred Scriptures should 
be placed in all the public schools. Even be- 
fore this, when Brazil was scarcely emerging 
from colonial oppression,—a long period of 
three centuries in which the country was iso- 
lated from all currents of thought, “deprived 
of all communication and commerce with Euro- 
pean nations, in profound ignorance of what 
was going on in the world,”’—the establishment 
of Lancastrian schools, supported by San Mar- 
tin and Bolivar, in the liberated territories of 
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Spanish America, had in view the using of the 
Bible as a book for reading in the schools. 

The implanting of modern methods of in- 
struction in Brazil is a by-product of the enter- 
ing of the Bible into our country. Armitage, 
in his history of Brazil, points out the wretched 
| condition in which the country was found as 
| regards public education from 1810 to 1831. 
“The condition of the Brazilians,” says this no- 
_ table English historian, “was indeed deserving 
of pity as compared with those of Europe.” 
Southey states that “the great mass of the 
| people were in the same condition as if the 
printing press had never been invented. Many 
merchants did not know how to read, and it 
was not easy to find clerks and bookkeepers 
for their business.” 

The Royal Letter of January 28, 1808, open- 
ing the Brazilian ports to all friendly nations, 
and the decree of June 18, 1814, giving to ships 
of all nationalities free entry to the ports of 
Brazil, were also acts of intellectual enfran- 
chisement. There was established then direct 
contact between the Brazilian people and the 
rest of the world. The last vestiges of the 
wall of the “hortus inclusus,” that for three 
centuries had kept the metropolis impenetrable, 
crumbled 

The intellectual condition of the country was 
profoundly modified by the establishment of 
schools of art, of medicine and of law, whose 
centenary we celebrated a short time ago; but 
the masses of the people remained still under 
the regimen of the charter school. Many of us 
who have gray hairs remember the singing of 
the multiplication table and the ab, eb, of the 
schools of our infancy. 

' The transforming movement of public in- 
struction began in the Province of Sao Paulo. 

A former state representative, Joao Sampaio, 
made this statement of the case: “The estab- 
lishment (the Piracicaba College of the Meth- 
odist Mission) was, so to speak, the mother 
cell of the reformation of public instruction in 
the state of Sdo Paulo. It was there that Dr. 
Prudente de Moraes observed, and learned to 
appreciate, the application of modern pedagogy 
imported from the United States, which pre- 
pared him for the great work started as gov- 
ernor of the state, being aided by Gaetano de 
Campos.” 

This and other schools that taught the Bible 
in their curriculum, established to popularize 
instruction and make the Bible accessible to 
the people, served to bring about the great cur- 
rent of modern education which has already 
changed so radically our primary schools. _ 

- The great work of awakening the Brazilian 
mind to higher learning is yet to be accom- 
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plished under the influence of historic and lit- 
erary studies and investigations about the vol- 
ume (the Bible) that contains the treasures of 
the notable and precious ethnic patrimony that 
antiquity has bequeathed to us,—the lore of 
the Hebrews, and the hellenistic literature 
pointing to Christianity. 

Clemente Ricci, of the University of Buenos 
Aires, great student of these documents, speak- 
ing to a group of students of five republics, 
gathered in Uruguay, said to them that our 
lbero-American culture had its roots in the in- 
difference of the intellectual classes to the 
studies of historic and literary criticism that 
opened up around the Bible. He places Araujo 
George among the greatest of our intellectuals, 
because he has fondness for such studies. 


MODEL OF THE COLOSSAL STATUE OF CHRIST 


To be erected on Mount Curcovado to watch over 
Rio de Janeiro 


Taking the Bible in its literary aspect, it is 
not easy to understand how the learned can 
be indifferent to this great source from which 
those drank who produced our literature, strik- 
ingly Biblical, and gave the velvet smoothness, 
the soft and affectionate sound to our gracious 
tongue. To think of reading Bernardes, Frei 
Luiz and Vieira, and not to seek for the source 
whence came the pure gold! * * * — 

The increasing interest in the study of folk- 
lore and the literary sources of our language 
are an element that should make the study of 
the Bible more interesting to men of culture. 

Moreover, only the revolt of mind against 
Romanism explains the hostile attitude of our 


26 


cultured classes toward the Bible; for such 
an attitude is not reasonable. There is a fact, 
however, that may alienate from the Bible a 
certain number of readers, who otherwise 
would be led to study it from a literary stand- 
point ; it is the exotic and barbaric tone of the 
versions preferred in certain circles in our 
midst, which do not preserve the classic tone, 
nor do they compare with the literary merits of 
the Figueiredo version.* 

But, notwithstanding the deficiency of these 
bad translations,—we have not one that is half 
satisfactory,—the literary phenomenon that the 
Bible is, becomes fascinating when the facts 
relative to its survival, its adaptability, and its 
dissemination become known. Its truths have 
remained through ages and through all manner 
of criticism and investigation. This we call 
survival. It is a book that is read by minds of 
all classes, in all ages, under all circumstances 
of life, and in many languages. This is termed 
adaptability. 

Books that are sought by all, and are adapted 
to the needs of all, do not pass away. Means 
are provided for their translation and dissem- 
ination by thousands and millions. This is ex- 
pressed in the word dissemination. * * * 

By virtue of its adaptability, the Bible is 
read with devotion by the inhabitants of cold 
Lapland, by those who live in the inhospitable 
backwoods of the Amazon, or in the mountain 
fastnesses of the Andes, on the sheds of the 
Himalayas or in the urban centers of civiliza- 
tion; in Paris, in Washington, in Berlin, as 


*Many are pleased with the latest revision of the Bible in 
Portuguese issued by the Bible Societies. 


Notes and 


HE cover of this issue, in the colors of 
Brazil, reveals a graceful tribute of that 
nation to President Monroe and the United 
States. The Monroe Palace is the home of the 
Federal Senate of Brazil. 
; e e 
THe, annual report of the Brazil Agency, 
published in 1927, reviewed interestingly and 
* somewhat fully the forty years’ record of work 
accomplished since Dr. Tucker took charge. 
Copies are available and will be supplied on 
application to The Secretaries, American Bible 
Society, Astor Place, New York. 
e e 
Miss Carolina Wood, daughter of our former 
President, James Wood, on one of her frequent 
errands of mercy on behalf of the Friends, this 
time in the lands bordering on the Caribbean 
Sea, sends this pleasant message: 
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well as in the shadows of the mysterious tem- 
ples of Malaysia or in the distant deserts of 
the Sudan. The learned, the statesman, the 
Oriental student and the wild savage of Pata- 
gonia just emerging from barbarism, read it 
with equal eagerness. 

Circulated in more than 800 languages and 
dialects, the Bible is the universal book. People 
who know no other book have in their own 
tongue portions of the Holy Scriptures. This 
happens in certain places in Africa. 

We have seen that this is in an eminent de- 
gree in our own country the book of the people. 
No periodical, no literary or scientific work, 
has succeeded in reaching so extensively the 
corners of the most distant regions over which 
floats the standard of the Southern Cross. 

A large and fruitful seed-sowing has been 
made. The work begun by Daniel Kidder on 
January 13, 1838, interrupted for a number of 
years, begun again by Richard Holder, Alex- 
ander Blackford, and Joao M. G. dos Santos, 
carried on today by Tucker and Telford, be- 
cause of its spiritual value, of which we cannot 
now speak, constitutes a great educational, cul- 
tural crusade, that will bear fruit in a peaceful, 
ethnic civilization, rich in sound initiatives, 
powerful in the strength “of creative convic- 
tions, of deep concern for human destiny, of 
the tragic sentiment of duty, of the conscious- 
ness of the seriousness of life, disdainful of 
violent materialism and of the immoral covet- 
ousness of practical men,”—words with which 
the eminent Peruvian diplomat and writer, 
Garcia Calderon, characterizes the real social 
status worthy of the Americas. * * * 


Comments 


I saw traces of the American Bible Society all the 
way along as I went among the missionaries in Cen- 
tral America, and was glad. 


THE issues from the Bible House, New 
York, in 1927, reached the total of 5,755,251 
volumes of Scriptures: 291,475 Bibles, 404,936 
Testaments, 5,056,728 portions, and 2,112 vol- 
umes for the blind. This is the largest total of 
issues from the Bible House in the record of 
the Society. 


THE issue of 5,056,728 portions in 1927 
is an increase of over 1,400,000 from the pre- 
ceding year. In December alone the issues of 
portions were 994,424—over 385,000 more 
than in December, 1926. If the printed mate- 
rial in these portions was on a single galley 
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sheet strip, it would extend three-quarters 
-around the world. 


AS 
< 
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“PASS IT ON” 
GIRDLING THE GLOBE WITH THE GOSPEL 


For several years the Society has asked its 
‘friends to help it girdle the globe with the 
gospel. As almost all the Scripture portions 
consist of Gospels, it is apparent that this ideal 
is being accomplished more rapidly than per- 
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hae PRESIDENT, “Mr. 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
I consider it a great honor, on this occasion, 
to be able to speak to you in the name of the 
evangelical churches of Brazil, because these 
“churches, for the greater part, owe their exist- 
ence and the strength of their vitality to the 
Bible Societies. We are witnessing the birth 
‘of the new Brazil. New, vast and luminous 
“horizons are opening to the enraptured eyes of 
_ the observer ; but the light that burst forth from 
the past and enlightens the future has its source 
in the Bible, and radiates by means of the 
civilizing and great constructive efforts of the 
numberless sons of this land whom the Bible 
Societies are reaching with their blessed and 
benevolent work. 
Dr. Ruy Barbosa and the Hon. José Rodrigues 
Of Dr. Ruy Barbosa it may be said that the 
’ great work there was in his most distinguished 
personality, was created by his study and medi- 
tation of the Bible. When, with Quintino 
-Bocayuva, José Patrocinio and other distin- 
guished combatants, the fearless public plat- 
- form was preparing the way for the advent ot 
the Republic, it had to encounter the hostility 
of clericals, who attempted to strangle at birth 
the Brazilian people’s aspirations for liberty. 


*The stern limits of space have necessitated abbreviation 
of this gracious tribute, but without affecting the content. 


Ambassador, 
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haps we realize. If the same rate of increase 
in the use of portions continues, it will only be 
one or possibly two years before the ideal is 
attained. The demand for Scriptures in South 
America and the countries south of the Rio 
Grande has been one of the interesting develop- 
ments of the year. 
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These figures are interesting not only be- 
cause they show the increasing value of Scrip- 
ture portions in Bible distribution, but also 
because the cost of this large output is only a 
fraction of the cost of the same material bound 
in cloth or leather. 


*K *K * 


If the pages in the 291,000 Bibles issued in 
1927 were also printed on a galley sheet, these 
would extend almost one and one-fifth times 
around the world. The pages in the 404,936 
New Testaments issued would extend on a 
similar basis almost one-half around the circum- 
ference of the earth. 


ene Bravilifor the Bible: 


By the Rey. Mattathias G. dos Santos 
An address delivered at the Jubilee Celebration of the Brazil Agency 


It was then that Ruy Barbosa wrote his famous 
introduction to the not less famous book,— 
“The Pope and the Council,”—showing clearly 
an admirable knowledge of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. Imperative influences of family and of 
politics prevented, God knows how, this great 
jurist from definitely uniting with the evan- 
gelical church. But let it be remembered that 
the Rev. George Chamberlain and other Prot- 
estant missionaries were very intimate with this 
great Republican, and from him received en- 
couragement and incentive to plant in Brazil 
the beautiful tree of the cross of Jesus Christ. 
Another outstanding representative person- 
ality who may be taken as a most notable in- 
stance for reference, when the history of the 
rebirth of Brazil is written, is José Cag 3 
Rodrigues. The influence of the Bib, Ag of 

his mind, his profound study of this ggryvelous 
rintellino™ 

i % 


book that was the constant object 0 
gent, patient and persistent propag 
dent proof that, in Latin as well a 
Saxon character, the sincere study 0 the Bikes 
is an irresistible agency for the transtoY#r A 
of character and life. 


Individuals and Families 


We, the ministers and pastors, who are inti- 
mate with the people; who are in constant con- 
tact with human wretchedness; who have un- 
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veiled the secrets of many hearts; who have 
wept with those who suffer the greatest and 
deepest pain, and who have rejoiced with un- 
utterable joy for notable victories over sin; 
yes, we can affirm with absolute certainty that 
we know the incalculable treasure of convincing 
facts, of the enormous profit that the people 
are receiving from the reading of this book, 
which in all the world has brought unfailing 
strength to the weak, hope to the wicked, en- 
couragement to the good, wisdom for those 
who wish to know God; indeed, a real light- 
house for humanity. 

And it is very likely that you, Dr. Tucker, 


_ 
to 
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was traveling in this district a merchant named 
Francisco Trigo, a church member, who lived 
in the state of Sao Paulo. He always carried 
his Bible with him when traveling, as was 
customary among the church members there. 
As a guest, he spent a few days at the home ot 
a farmer of that locality, and every night he 
read from the precious pages of God’s Book 
and added explanations adapted to the men- 
tality of his listeners. When he was ready to 
depart, the farmer asked him to leave his Bible 
with him—to which Sr. Francisco Trigo con- 
sented, and went away with no intention of 
ever coming back. 


aed 


nn Lee 


® 
a 4 es 


3 4 5 


THE HANDSOME AVENUE RIO BRANCO 
1 Municipal Council Building; 2 Municipal Theater; 3 School of Fine Arts; 4 National Library; 5 Supreme Court 


cannot even imagine the extensive greatness of 
the work that the American Bible Society is 
doing for the renovation of Brazil. 1 could 
tell you of many cases, in which one knows 
not at what to wonder most; whether the dis- 
tinctness with which the effects of the reading 
of the Bible are being felt wherever it appears, 
or the surprising manner in which the Bible 
adapts itself to the various conditicns of man, 
even those who are sunken down in offenses 
and sins. Owing to the shortness of the time, 
I will give only two instances typical of the 
results that the Bible is producing in Brazil. 


A Merchant Sows Fruitful Seed 


The first happened in the locality of Ca- 
nanéa, in the state of Sao Paulo, on the border 
of the state of Parana. Some years ago there 


After some years, there came messages to 
Sao Paulo saying that the sacred fire was 
spreading in the wilds of Cananéa, and that con- 
gregations were being formed simply from the 
reading of the Bible referred to. 

They never had a preacher, or a missionary 
or even a Bible seller. Only a copy of the Bible, 
left there by a faithful church member, wrought 
the miracle and guided hundreds of persons into 
the kingdom of God. 

The Rev. James P. Smith, if I am not mis- 
taken, and the Rev. Joao Paula de Camargo 
have visited these congregations and received 
many on profession of faith. 


A Gunman 


The other case happened in the state of 
Minas, in the vicinity of Mattas of Manhuasst. 
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_1 worked there a few years, and I introduced anda half from the city. To me it seemed im- 


into the midst of the population loads and loads possible that he would be absolved; he had 


of Bibles and New Testaments. The dissem- committed so many crimes and was so feared, 


_ appearance at any place was cause for appre- 


- many crimes and was called “the wolf of the 
> torest.” 


passed through the district where I lived— 


highwaymen, this young man became an out- 
law and, after row following row, he got to 


ination of the Word of God was fruitful in that only an act of Providence could save him. 


creating numerous congregations, which are to- We spent the time, while waiting, in prayer. 


day prosperous churches, and now form the The hours dragged on. The night advanced. 
Espirito Santo and East of Minas presbyteries. 

It was in this district that I became ac- 
quainted with one of the most feared gunmen. 
Obliged to defend his father’s home from 


be the most feared man of that region. His 


hension and horror; he was charged with 


In one adventure of his uncertain and haz- 
ardous life, about twenty-four years ago, he 


Alto Jequitiba de Manhuasst. I invited him 
to come to my home, which he did. He placed A VEGETABLE SELLER ON A CITY STREET 


his Winchester against the wall and, while 


“waiting for the customary cup of coffee, he Near ten o’clock we heard steps approaching. 


with bitterness related to me the episodes of Then a nervous knock. We opened the door; 
his vagrant, uncertain and restless life, always it was he. ‘ : z 
pursued by the police and by his rank enemies. The court had found extenuating circum- 


As a token of his visit I gave him the New _ stances for his crimes, and, taking into consid- 


Testament and also “Pilgrim’s Progress.” eration the fact that the criminal had delivered 


After a year, more or less, I was surprised himself up voluntarily and had had good de- 


_ by another visit from that “wolf of the forest.” portment during the long months of waiting 


i i i is ti trial, resolved to pardon him. 
He was not carrying his Winchester this time, for the , res t i ; 
or his pistol, or his knife. He told me he had Free from prison, his ardent ia ache to 
been converted, and that he came to deliver profess his faith. He was examined: he knew 


himself to the authorities and to be judged by the truth of redemption and gave proof of being 


them. His stay in my home was short and sincerely repentant; I decided to receive him, 


soon I saw him disappear around the corner and baptized him. Then he took his departure, 


‘on his way to the police. after I accompanied him through the yard 


Before he left he made me promise to wait where we said good-bye. I felt that the fra- 


for him on the day of his trial at the meeting grance of the nearby forest enveloped us 


-in Barra do Manhuasst, which is today the both. 


*x* * x 


Church of Reducto; for, he said, if he should I insist, gentlemen, that it is impossible to 


be absolved, on this same day he would make estimate the value of the service rendered to 


” as i ist’s ti his 
. “the common people” as in Christ’s time. T Dre ei ‘i 
; Erficle shows hae Brazil now, as in Judea of A distinguished Brazilian passed away in the 
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profession of his faith, as was his ardent desire. Brazil by the Bible Societies, ee en 
But, in case he should not be pardoned, it was sublime and invincible through the regenerati 
is i i i i im- of her sons. 
his intention then, during his long years of im- 0 aR Ae 
risonment, to occupy his time in the evangeli- I greet the American pine meen on 
tion of the criminals. fiftieth anniversary of its wen in Brazil. ae 
On the day of his trial, I went to wait for I greet you, Dr. Tucker, because you he 


“the result, as was agreed upon, about a mile during forty years directed this great work. 


The Power of the Gospel among Leaders 


By the Rev. H. C. Tucker, D.D., Secretary, Brazil Agency 


THER articles in this issue illustrate the old, the gospel also has power and is making 


a 
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state of Piauhy several months ago under deep- 
ly distressing circumstances. A few outstand- 
ing facts of his life illustrate vividly the power 
of the gospel and indicate processes at work 
for human betterment and salvation. 

Dr. José Nogueira Paranagua was of a 
prominent family in his native province. He 
graduated in medicine and established a prac- 
tice. Early in life he became interested and 
was active in provincial politics in the time of 
the monarchy, and occupied positions of re- 
sponsibility. He took a lively interest in mea- 
sures for the abolition of slavery, which was 
finally accomplished in the year 1888. 

After the overthrow of the monarchy, in 
1889, he was recognized as a leader in the re- 
publican régime, became governor of his state, 
and in course of time was elected to a seat in 
the Federal Senate. After serving efficiently 
his time in that legislative body, he was ap- 
pointed treasurer of the National Government 
Printing Offices, in which capacity he estab- 
lished a reputation for honesty and economy. 

It was during his term of public service in 
the Federal capital that I became acquainted 
with him. Our acquaintance soon developed 
into a warm friendship, that grew stronger 
with the passing years. He would frequently 
call on me in the office of the American Bible 
Society Agency to talk over matters pertaining 
to the spreading of the gospel, religious educa- 
tion, wholesome literature, public health and 
social hygiene, child welfare, measures for the 
physical development of the young, and kin- 
dred subjects. His interest in human life had 
a wide range. 

I served with him on various committees in 
the interests of the Y. M. C. A.; a society to 
combat illiteracy ; the Evangelical Hospital, the 
medical department of the People’s Central In- 
stitute, etc. Several times, when returning on 
business to his native state he purchased and 
took with him supplies of Scriptures for dis- 
tribution. Due to his initiative and help, an 
efficient mission station, with school and agri- 
cultural features, was established in the section 
of the state where he owned property. 

The story of his conversion and the develop- 
ment of his Christian experience were exceed- 
ingly interesting. He related to me how, on a 
certain occasion, when on a long journey from 
the interior of his state to the seacoast to take 
steamer for the city of Rio de Janeiro, he had 
seen at the crossing of the river by ferry a col- 
porteur of the Bible Society offering the Scrip- 
tures for sale. Two workmen got into a quar- 
rel and began to abuse each other with foul 
language and strokes of the fist. The colpor- 
teur intervened, spoke kindly to them, and 
asked them as fellow countrymen not to treat 
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each other in that manner; that they were both 
created by the same God and ought to treat each 
other as brothers. 

The colporteur’s conduct and speech im- 
pressed him very strongly. As soon as there 
was opportunity he sought occasion to talk with 
him, ask questions about the book he was sell- 
ing, bought a New Testament, began to read it, 
and became deeply interested. Along the way 
he met a Baptist missionary, from whom he re- 
ceived instruction and help, was converted, and 
joined the Baptist Church. He was a consist- 
ent, active member until his tragic death. 

Shortly after the news reached Rio de Ja- 
neiro, a member of the Federal Congress spoke 
before the House as follows: “The letters oi 
Dr. Nogueira Paranagua, written the 18th and 
22d of December, 1925, and another six days 
before his death on the 5th of January, 1926 
(with messages for his children), all express 
the outcrying of the great soul of a Brazilian 
who had labored indefatigably for the abolition 
of slavery and for the establishment of the 
Republic, in the face of the sad scene of a large 
section of his country invaded and dominated 
by men who had only the physical aspect, and 
not the moral qualities, of men. 

“The letters of Dr. Paranagua are most in- 
teresting for the information they give concern- 
ing the conduct of these bandits and the state 
and federal troops that entered, and were 
stationed in, the town of Corrente. But, Mr. 
President, foreseeing death and remarking that 
he was past seventy years of age, he was 
grieved that he was deprived of the means to 
go and die in the bosom of his family; for he 
did not even have one horse left, seeing that 
the bandits had taken all of his stock. 

“T will read only the latter part of his first 
letter : 


“The terrible storm that is at this moment devas- 
tating our beloved country should cause us to put forth 
the greatest efforts for the conquest of a civilization 
modeled after the teaching of the divine Jesus. * * * 

“Our family should do every thing for the educa- 
tion, instruction, and preparation of the young. But, 
without evangelization, we will never have public 
safety in our country. Work then with real self- 
denial for the evangelization of our country, and you 
will thus render the most valuable service to her and 
to humanity.” 


The speaker then added: “This, our noble 
fellow-countryman, became in his last hours a 
Brazilian Tolstoi. Enjoying high distinction, 
he abandoned all to exercise personally a mis- 
sion of education in the town of Corrente, 
where he had his cradle at birth and where 
death plucked him.” 

“The man of vision that Paranagua was be- 
lieved in the instruction and in the evangeli- 
zation of these people.” 
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__ There is a certain usage of the pronoun in 
the second person and of certain terms permis- 
sible in Portuguese only between very intimate 
_iriends. One of the happiest experiences of 
_my social intercourse with the warm-hearted, 
courteous Brazilians has been that of having 
this cultured gentleman address me in the style 
and terms of the most intimate and endearing 
friendship, and of allowing me to reciprocate 
_ the same; none other would seem appropriate 
or adequate for our purpose. 


The conversion, life service and example of 
_this distinguished Brazilian is a striking illus- 
tration of the power and transforming influ- 

ence of the gospel and saving grace of Christ 
=the Redeemer. 


Another Governor 

A few years ago another senator, while 
/ residing in Rio as a member of the Fed- 
eral Senate, frequented the Methodist Church 
under the ministry of the Rev. J. W. Tarboux. 
_ The seed of the gospel message fell on fertile 
soil and soon began to bear fruit in the sen- 
ator’s life. There were unfortunate circum- 
stances in his social life that made it incon- 
venient at the time for him to be received into 
the membership of the church ; but he continued 
to frequwént the church services and gave evi- 
dence of a living faith in Christ by the manner 

of his daily life among his fellow men. 


At one time during the Methodist Centenary 
- Campaign for missionary thank offerings, the 
preacher had been emphasizing the duty of 
tithing. One Sunday morning this gentleman 
handed the pastor a check for a sum in Brazil- 
ian currency equal at the rate of exchange of 
ithe day to about $2,500 in U. S. gold, saying 
that he considered that a tenth of his income. 

Later he was elected governor of his native 
state, Espirito Santo (Holy Spirit), and left 

Rio to assume the responsibilities of his office. 
- Word was received occasionally that the gov- 

ernor was endeavoring to lead a Christian life 
and to administer the affairs of state honestly 

and wisely. Recently, his term of office hav- 

ing expired, he returned to Rio and began at 

once to attend the church again. I was con- 
_-ducting a Bible Class in the Sunday school and 
' was impressed with his interest in the lessons 

and with the joy he seemed to find in singing 
_ the hymns. 

A few weeks ago he intimated that the em- 
 barrassment in social life that had prevented 
his coming into the membership of the church 
had been removed, and that he desired to make 

public profession of his faith. 

When the pastor and members of the official 
board were fully satisfied that the way was 
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clear for him to take the step, he was baptized 
and received according to the Methodist ritual 
in the presence of a large congregation. A 
few minutes later he was kneeling at the altar 
and partaking of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper along with others. 

A few days later, 1 saw him at the counter 
of the American Bible Society store buying a 
supply of Scriptures. He told me that he was 
going to spend a few days at one of Brazil’s 
mineral springs health resorts and wished to 
have a supply of Scriptures for distribution 
among the people whom he might meet. He 
spoke of the joy he experienced and of his 
faith in circulating the written Word of God 
among the people. When he had gone, I asked 
the man at the counter if he knew that gentle- 
man. He replied no, but that he had been in 
several times to buy supplies of Scriptures. 


A Candidate for Governor of Bahia 


The Rio de Janeiro daily paper O Paiz 
of December 4, 1927, contained a speech 
or platform of a candidate for the governor- 
ship of the state of Bahia, Brazil, in the elec- 
tion soon to take place. The opening para- 
graph has attracted considerable attention and 
comment. (Would it not be refreshing to 
have candidates for high office in the United 
States make similar pronouncements ?—Ed.) 
I give herewith a free translation: 

“Although modern learning may delight to 
see humanity submerged in a cloud of unbelief 
and scepticism, I confess, with the strong cour- 
age of one who makes an unusual revelation, 
the Bible to be the book that I have studied 
most in my life. In the happy hours of my 
greatest joys I seek in its everenduring poetry 
further helps for greater rejoicings. If adver- 
sity afflicts me, in it I fortify my soul against 
possible dejections. If my faith declines, I seek 
refuge in the divine philosophy that flows un- 
ceasingly from the words of those illumined 
by God. Words of love and of pardon, of de- 
votion, of self-denial and of self-denunciations, 
under whose influence my moral character was 
shaped, as manifest in my belief in God and 
in my regard for my fellowmen, and in my 
worship of the good and in my aversion for in- 
justice, in the estimation in which I hold hu- 
man liberty, and then in my devotion to Chris- 
tian democracy. From its sacred pages in the 
intellectual dawning of my life, when the love 
of study was just beginning to awaken, I gath- 
ered and chose for the exergue of my escutch- 
eon in the battle for life, this wise and whole- 
some counsel: ‘Better it is that it be said unto 
thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest 
be put lower in the presence of the prince.’ ” 
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Experiences on Tour 


HE following experiences reported by 

two correspondents in Brazil, through 

Dr, Tucker, are typical of the Bible work and 
conditions in that great land.—Eb. 

Roughing it in Brazil 

Recently we supplied one of our correspond- 

ents with 40 Bibles, 140 New Testaments, and 

1,600 Gospels,—a total of 1,780 copies,—for a 

long journey through the interior of two states 

along the Araguaya River, and combined to 


THE CANOE IN WHICH THE RAPIDS ON THE 


ARAGUAYA RIVER WERE NEGOTIATED 
help him with expenses. He has just written: 

“After an absence of six months and fifteen 
days am again at home. God richly blessed me 
in all the journey, and in times of danger his 
promises were fully verified. One hundred and 
eighty leagues were made on mule before reach- 
ing the Araguaya River. Had the pleasure of 
baptizing 29 and receiving others on profes- 
sion of faith. I often slept on the ground, the 
food was sometimes only cheese and_ brick 
sugar. 

“The 14th of July I started down the Ara- 
guaya in a little twenty-foot boat. After visit- 
ing many Indian villages, 1 sent the boat and 
equipment back and continued on down the 
river with Caraja Indians to Conceigao. Here 
I secured two men, who took me on down to 
Maraba on the Tocantins. Then a launch took 
me to the big rapids. But, as it got stuck ina 
shallow place, with two other men we arranged 
another canoe to take us to Patos, where we 
caught a steamer to Belem. 

“At Maraba I began having fever, which 
lasted at intervals for nearly two months. Lack 
of proper food and the terrible rapids were the 
serious dangers encountered. I lost consid- 
erably in weight; so much so that I had to get 
new clothes, and my nerves are somewhat the 
worse for the trip. 

“I carried a supply of medicines, and for- 
ceps, and had the pleasure of relieving consid- 
erable suffering. In one place I extracted over 


a hundred teeth. In another place, where I 
held services several nights, there was sickness 
in nearly every home. Many were relieved and 
welcomed the spoken Word at the meetings. 

“As I went down the river I spent consider- 
able time with the Indians and made good 
friends in many places. They are certainly a 
very needy people. And I believe, too, a very 
worthy people. They seem, as far as I could 
observe, to be a very moral and cleanly people. 
They call all who are not Indians ‘Christians,’ 
and unfortunately those who travel up and 
down the river are vile and wicked; so they 
have an idea that the white man’s religion is 
worse than their own ways. 


“Only one Indian was found who professed ~ 


to be able to read, though the government has 
spent money liberally with the priests for many 
years to teach them. You will be glad to know 
that we now have a fine young Caraja Indian 
in the school here at Sao Paulo. Only a short 
time ago he was a wild naked Indian; now he 
could not be told from the rest.” 


With the Gospel in Brazil 

“We had had a terrible long day of hard 
riding, and we were very thankful to 
arrive, a little before dusk, at a good resting 
place.. After such a day as we had, in the 
scorching sun, we were 
planning to get at once 
into our hammocks and 
leave until the following 
day any message that we 
had to deliver, when our 
bodies would be more fit 
for the occasion. How- 
ever, it was not so, as His 
will was otherwise. We 
thought it best just to hold 
a small gathering before 
retiring. A few hymns 
were sung and a passage 
of His precious Word 
read. Here the meeting 
really started. It be- 
came so easy to give out the gospel. The tired 
feelings wore away and one’s body seemed to 
receive new life physically, as one gave.out the 
glorious tidings of a new life in Christ Jesus. 
We sang our final hymn and asked God’s bless- 
ing. 

“But it was not finished. We had with us 
some thirty Gospels and just one New Testa- 
ment. When the people of our congregation 
saw these, they clamored to possess a copy. The 
Gospel was freely distributed until not one was 


A CONVERTED 
CARAJA INDIAN 
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left ; the Testament was offered for sale, but no 
‘one spoke. A little roughly made wooden table 
stood in the cen- 
ter, which had 
been my pulpit, 
and upon it a 
fuming grease 
Around 


Word of Life. 
Every one read 
aloud, some just 
spelling out the 
words, and others 
more advanced 
tead anxiously the life-giving portions. We 
had already got into our hammocks; but 
sleep was out of the question as this glori- 
ous babble continued until the light began to 
sputter. They drew nearer; but, in a few mo- 
ments, the light sputtered out. Quietness re- 
mained. Without hardly a word, they resorted 
to their hammocks, it being almost midnight. 
“Our horses were ready saddled; for we had 
to get on to our destination, the Indian vil- 
lages. Jug as we were about to say good-bye, 


E have just completed—Antao and I— 

another colportage journey on the bor- 
derland of Parahyba and Pernambuco, nearly 
300 miles of our path being through a region 
where Romanism and Mariolatry hold sway 
practically unchallenged, with scarcely five be- 
lieving souls in all the countryside. Electric 
light, tramways, picture shows and merry-go- 
rounds, but of the gospel of Christ—nothing. 
Yet, people are willing to receive the gospel 
message, if only we bring it to them. In Pes- 
queira, a place noted for its religiousness, with 
its convent, bishop and half a dozen great 
churches; and its people—as one old man said 
—“most holy and yet most perverse,” we were 
received well by the majority; many bought 
Scriptures. Entering, however, the office of a 
great jam factory, which practically supports 
the bishop, I encountered a broadside of abuse 
and ridicule such as I have rarely faced. 
- On the other hand, ina field where the foun- 
dations of a great convent were being laid, I 
sold a number of Bibles, New Testaments, and 
Gospels to the foreman and laborers. 


Fat 
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a bright young lad came running up to us. He 
breathlessly inquired the price of the New Tes- 


OUR CORRESPONDENT READY FOR THE LONG MULEBACK RIDE TO THE 
HEADWATERS OF THE ARAGUAYA RIVER 


tament; it was Rs. 1$000. With a real grin, 
mixed with a small sigh of relief, he proudly 
produced the necessary amount,—all that he 
possessed. He snatched the book, as if he was 
afraid of it going up in price, and dashed off 
with his priceless treasure. 

“We left here with mixed feelings. With joy 
in our hearts because of the wonderful recep- 
tion of His precious Word, and sad because of 
the multitudes who do not yet know and have 
not yet received a single portion of the Book.” 


Where Romanism and Riariolates Reign 


By a Correspondent in the Brazil Agency 


In a quiet, sleepy little village, called Villa 
de Cimbre, we had scarcely begun our work, 
and I was sitting reading out of God’s Word 
in the house of a kindly old man, when sud- 
denly an apparition appeared in the doorway— 
a monk in Franciscan garb, with long flowing 
beard and skullcap, and close behind him a 
crowd of men, women, and children. With a 
distinctly foreign accent he commanded me not 
to sell my Protestant books there, and pro- 
ceeded to miscall the Bibles and Testaments, 
and to denounce Protestantism and Luther, 
whom he described as a most evil man. 

Thereupon those who had bought books re- 
turned them and demanded their money, and 
I was asked by the old man, at the instigation 
of the priest, to depart,—which I did and com- 
menced to read from the Word to the villagers 
in the street, in spite of the padre’s warning. 

The sale of books now seemed hopeless, but 
we proceeded. I was kindly received in one 
house, given coffee, and listened to with cour- 
tesy, even though the man of the house is a 
seller of rosaries. From door to door and 
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shop to shop I went ever followed by the crowd 
—flat refusal being always the only answer, 
until one shopkeeper—a veritable John Hamp- 
den he looked—in the face of the crowd and 
his wife’s angry denunciation that she would 
surely burn the book—bought a New Testa- 
ment. 

We had a splendid little gospel meeting one 
night in a “mud” house secluded from a vil- 
lage where we had labored during the day. 
There were present a Christian couple from 
the village, the members of the household, one 
young lady strongly pro-Catholic, yet intelligent 
and kindly disposed, and the chief man of the 
place, a humble old gentleman, who had read 
much of the Bible lent to him by this Chris- 
tian couple. The hymns, the wonderful Word, 
Antao’s apt message, and the simple prayers, 
all so different to what most of them have been 
used to, made a deep impression upon them. 

The old gentleman came in the morning to 
see us off, and as we rode away he said, “Do not 
forget to pray for the old man. Remember 
him in your prayers.” 

In St. Joseph of Egypt we had canvassed a 
fair part of the town, and sold a number of 
books, but as I was offering a book to a boy 
in a shop, a voice at my shoulder said, “What 
are these books you are selling?” and I was 
startled to find a big padre at my back, with a 
great crowd filling the shop. 

He denounced the books as heretical, and 
when I presented him with a Catholic edition, 
he said that we put one good book among the 
bad to deceive the people, and afterward said 
it also was false. In the end he told me to get 
out of the town or, if not, he would take a 
stick to me. 

After visiting a few more houses followed 
by a mob of boys hissing, and even spitting, I 
turned my steps homeward in the gathering 
dusk, and had passed on round the corner of a 
street when a soldier came up with me saying 
the police delegate wished to see me. 

He was awaiting my arrival at the top of the 
street, and the crowd was gathering. To my 
surprise he turned on them and warned them 
that they would get a taste of a rifle fire, if 
there was any more nonsense. Turning to me, 
he assured me I was perfectly free to sell my 
books. I thanked him and he wished me a 
good night. 

Leaving early next morning, we reached a 
neighboring village by midday and offered our 
books in the fair and from house to house; 
and, lo! almost everyone was eager to see and 
buy the books that had roused the padre’s ire, 
while in the hotel where we stayed a big crowd 
gathered that night to hear the gospel. Thus 
God made even the wrath of man to praise him. 
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: 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY ; 


INsTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York ; 


JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE ninth stated meeting of the Board of 
a F Managers in its one hundred and twelith” 
year was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York, on Thursday, January 5, 1928, at) 
3:30 o’clock p. m., President E. Francis Hyde? 
in the chair. ; 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Bishop Luther B. Wilson. ; 

The minutes of the eighth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers were approved. 

The deaths of the Rev. William \V. Kelley, 
D.D., a long-time member of the Anniversaries 
and Versions Committees, and of ex-Governor | 
William Hodges Mann of Virginia, a Vice-7 
President of the Society, were reported and” 
committees appointed to prepare memorial min- 
utes. 

Record was also made of the death, on De- 
cember 1, 1927, of the Rev. William B. Cooper,” 
D.D., general secretary of the Canadian Bible” 
Society, and an Honorary Life Member of 
the American Bible Society. A message on be- 
halt of the American Bible Society had been” 
sent to the Canadian Bible Society on this their” 
serious loss. : 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. | 

In view of the fact that the Bible House was_ 
completed and occupied in 1853, the General 
Reference Committee was authorized to pre- 
pare plans for a suitable observance of the: 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Bible House. 


— 
HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL i 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an or- 
dinary letter silver coin, bills or postage stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR. 


1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for fifteen cents, 1 

2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company’s money orderl 

4. Send ti by a Post-office money order. , 


Whichever way is chosen, address the letter andl 
make the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert 
Darlington, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place 
New York. 
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RECEIPTS 


“Balance from October, 1927........+.+++-2+8> 
BEES TOM) MAIIXUNATIOS seco cic ce se eee were visas 
| Auxiliaries 
Trade 
Scriptures to the Blind...........--.+.+-.+++- 
Manufacturing Credits 
‘Annuity Account 
Bible House Rentals. 0... cece sec c cect scasce 
Gifts for Distribution to Blind 
SGitts from Churches............ 
Gifts from Individuals.........-+.+++seeeeeee 
Bible Society Record.........-sseeeeeereceees 
Funds received for Transmission..........-- 


$14,467 


Balance from October, 1927......+++ssseeeees 
alance fro c 1 368 


Transferred from General Cashin wa wisest 


<a 5 Total 


Dona- 


“Trust Funds Permanent—General Purpose.. 500 00 
Blome AGeNCieS ......ee ee ee esc ce renter erceese 30,450 78 
General—-Salaries and PExpenses......--+--+++. 50 
Annuity Department......-,..+-seeeeeee ees 15,160 36 
Incomes from Available Investment.......-- 6 37 
PEOSACICS -. 00. oe cee steerer tect nereweeccees 5,245 00 
Returns from Scriptures Donated..........-- 15 38 
Special Annuity—Income and Expense Ac- 
MG OUIMIE cis c.clere oe spores cleieisie ale inie ies © 00 ele cers sae cls 800 00 
Mississippi Flood Donations........+++++-+++: 318 03 
i 

$165,500 34 


60 
58 


$49,836 18 


————— 
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‘ CASH RECEIPTS IN NOVEMBER, 1927 


GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 


DISBURSEMENTS 

FESR ee Pa CHAIUE Oils ie s:idleitiela, sJesnisiore eels 5.0 e aeehatarae > $ 8,615 19 
General Salaries and Expenses.............. 4,028 37 
Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and Expenses... 1,331 88 
BAUPLCMELOMS On LRT CDSCSa clove cuccsieiersiersie\otsl «ler ctsjeleions 9,867 26 
APPEALS 6005 eee eee cece see c cere e scenes 2,617 32 
TOV LO nO La Ln LOIN LO Miare) retailers entiels tolerate 5,179 47 
Annuity LO aR Acasa Se ccatoaneouT KOUO aro S 14,193 98 
BiblOmseoCloty. EKOCOLG aiercic ciecviista ert ws selei ede 184 86 
Cash reserved for Publication Department.. 35,368 58 
Velfopeny.» Nat hatonl=\sige.orhen Go O00 DOM OT oad ONOOOU ROS o 12,964 35 
HMOnGiemMr A SENCIES) oi, sieicie seis sepeia wise o eheisi ein om wel 3,342 67 
Funds received for Transmission...........-. 2 23 
United States Trust Co.—Annuity Account.. 35,881 78 
Miscellaneous HIOME co... 6 jens ss cli emcee 93 48 
Miscellaneous Foreign 71 30 
Churene BUGLE COSC: arches anecsie ss rsiare 51 67 
OLAGY OX PETISER) (eels a+ se) om sees «ayes deloivis ene eee 25 
LN cfc vil Pee REPO ont DiC ONT OIOION Gerke CIOL worRcNetO cecmcuccrcha! Tolan 
PSTOMOCAS UIE Caines sores cle aa 'oterk uate set sleteunie ie sedsce sn 250 00 
Income from Legacies and Gifts—Trust 

Monts? Boao dodo eao pe iTooDdad oD NONooIgao 5 2 76 
Special Annuity—Income and Expense Ac- 

SOIT skevetsseutaiviterel sinpsta atau cyenetsnda y-0 sunigiare 1,229 20 
Translation and Revision.......ccssssescsvees 137 89 
Balance to December, 1927.2 ..iun ccc esvens 30,014 69 

$165,500 34 
Publication Department ........ceee cree ee eee $33,718 02 
Balance to December, 1927........+++ss+e0- 16,118 16 
$49,836 18 


Cash Balarice. 2... 6c cesses cevee ccc $4¢132 85 


: on rili al * * 
“Cole, Ella M., late of tion: Account... 4... 2 5s arg es poctetes: 
Southbridge, Mass. ..... $5,000 00 , ee Ae ct ee 
“Lyman, Minnie N., late of $2,558 53 ii Non ayaa gs ae 
‘Ashland, Oregon ........ 125 00 eee! RS urna: fromm Sen nin. ey eee 
Meyer, Richard B......... 120 00 Donat Hs ees 
= HOME AGENCIES OCA siyaarn sckoitenacee 15 
PAG OU eA Clamtity: ci. ee 5,749 73 $81,246 6 
See Sane 07 67 eee 
GIFTS SUBJECT TO LIFE =o People of U. S. A. ees 97 
INTEREST National Capital... doom 624 oT Ret ots SNL 
Amount received durin Northwestern ............. 6 47 i ‘ 
We raonth 7.) ..... .. $42,976 91 See eerie gaa 7202 61 Gin vec oc cee ay 208 
outhe Atlantic): 0.5 cae 2,699 09 Bible Society Record... 
8 ; D 2,699 09 e Society Record.... 14 
RUICIETARY SOCIETIES ee Scan ah, 2,703 98 Funds for Transmission.. 102 
IES =—s Western ...-... +... eee eeee 2,098 34 General Salaries a: Ex- 
" Received on SSS penses poe: 4 
dean LEAR $30,450 78 Gifts from Churches... _! 
aa Account an —— ae from, Individuais. Ae 11347 
la. Bh Shee aeiAn Ane c 72 From Ho i “ifts for Distribution t 
Bible Society of Maine 259 2 iy eae Puss abee cluded Seats Blinds trom Ghure 
Buffalo City and Erie in ome Agencies’ Receipts ches, $115.34; from Indi- 
BESO SEINE Nias cose cnn $50 00 Donation from Auxiliary VidUals isi O92 Shei aeee 1,208 
meonnecticut........... 250 00 Bible Society: Income from Available 
Miscdom- Weish: N.¥. 3°00 (Pennsylvanian sn. seer $1,027 55 Tnsvies iinet anes cite oe 6 
Ghent Bible Society, Gifts from Churches....... 789 78 Manufacturing Credits... 153 
MY oe... ses. 50 00 Gifts from Individuals..... 355 21 Mississippi Flood Relief.. 318 
Granville Welsh, NY. 65 00 oe to the Blind.. 83 
onia Welsh, Wis.... 50 00 pecial Annuity Income 
ee a 200 009 RETURNS FROM SCRIPTURES and EXxpemse........+.. 800 
‘New Bedford, Mass... 114 48 DONATED Mine seinen de Berar cssuityeversiecrre 2,978 
‘New Hampshire...... 87 39 Board of National Missions ee eee Bete 
mew York, N. Y...... 126 16 Presbyterian Chur mos 3i bee Uo ECU 500 
“Rome Welsh, N. Y... 7 76 ones ba is : SSS 
Wehode Island ...:.... 99 04 
“Troy Female, Ohio... 2 92 RECAPITULATION $62,098 
my estchester Co.,N.Y. 300 00 862 82 Legacies ................. $ 5,245 00 
f ==) Gifts Subject to Lifeuin= Total Cash Receipts. .$149,342 
$ 518 00 SEER SS 9 ME Uetme Te ppo i cht 42,976 91 —— 
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.things—to provide new printing plates of the Bible, chiefly in 
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Safety - Service + Satisfaction — 
and 9% a 


/ The prime requisite for a sound investment 

Safety safety. On the strictest examination American 

. Bible Society Annuity Bonds will grade 
100%. We invite that examination. 


: Today even unsentimental business insists 
Service that its money shall be in enterprises that — 
serve the public. Your money in one of our 

Annuity Bonds has service as its one object. 


Mi asy ate cs The knowledge that your money is already 
Satisfaction where you want it to go when you die; the — 


regularity of your life income from it; the 
freedom from further handling and from 
future reinvestment—all spell satisfaction to — 
you. . 


9 % That is the rate you receive if you are old — 
enough. But at any age the rate paid to you ~ 

is high—and it is guaranteed against real 

tion as long as you live. = 


Annuity money made available during 1928 will help—among other — 


foreign languages; to promote translation of the Scriptures in two — 
of the American Indian dialects, in various languages of Central — 
America and of South, East and Central Africa; and to revise 
translations in some of the Philippine dialects. a 


A request for Booklet 62U will bring free 
information, including rates of income. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Instituted 1816 
Bible House, Astor Place 
New York City 


AOA 


; y > ~ 


f 3 sis 
to, | _* 


